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BRIGHT & SUNNY
DECORATING

living well in
small spaces

SUMMER SHOPPING
SPECIAL:

— the best grills
bbg meals
outdoor lights

garden gear
guest beds
& hostess gifts!
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Around the pool,
lush willow grass
offers privacy while
sugar maples and
cypress trees
supply shade.

Although
the Atlantic

is nearby,
Adjusting to the sylvan isolation was a challenge. Refurbishing the old ; Sander a
pool helped make the property a hot spot for hanging out with neighbors '_ T-T::.nh

and “a nice vacation getaway for our New York friends,” Schott says.
When it's warm, life takes place outside. Hamid built sustainable ipe-
wood decks that act as open-air rooms for eating, playing and lounging.
Out here, the furniture couldn't be more straightforward: an IKEA table
and benches, ottomans made from leftover deck wood, and an awning
constructed of posts and all-weather fabric (above). And the couple isn't
done yet: This summer, thanks to an uncle who's coming to help, there
will be a new addition to the landscape—a playhouse for Franny, much
like the ones her Swedish cousins romp in.
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In anticipation of Franny's birth, the couple undertook
another renovation to the 1,400-square-foot main building:
an addition for the master bedroom. Hewing closely in style
to the original structure, the room (below) is dominated
by custom windows overlooking a Japanese-style rock
garden, "The sun comes up right in our faces," Schott says.
Cheerful fabries, such as the exuberant floral from Erica
Tanov, mimic the colors of the landscape. In order to let
more light inte Sander and Franny's room and to concoct
a passageway between the two bedrooms, Schott and
Hamid installed a shoji screen embellished with a Josef
Frank print. It remains open during the day and is often
transformed into an imaginary ice-cream stand,
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A falric-covered screen

covunects the hallway

( to the kids' room.
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In the hallway m'!‘kr“bﬁﬂmuﬁ;::__'f I
“Schott corralled art and family photos
e Basal VLR b
yellow-painted Eames © hairs from

Acme Antiques, in Providence.
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A Moroccan rug adds a layer
of coziness to the cement floor,
which conceals an energy-
efficient radiant-heal systerm,
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In a nod to Schott’s roots, she and Hamid strove to ereate what they call a "warm
modernism,” marked by classic mid-century and Scandinavian furniture, healthy
doses of vibrancy against a white background—and lots of wood, much of it from
small manufacturers. The bulk of the day takes place in the large central section,
where the crew gathers for everything from eating to movie-watching. Two seating
areas {one with a TV) flank the doors to the deck; a low table can be moved as
needed and is surrounded by Morocean floor pillows. A regular dining room
would have felt too formal,” Schott explains. Aside from the Ligne Roset Togo
love seat and ottoman, which Schott cherishes for their comfort and durability
(“They're like a jungle gym for the kids"), most items have been handed down
from relatives, bought vintage or made by friends. Schott re-covered an heirloom
wooden sofa in surplus fabrie from one of her fashion projeets, “We rarely buy
anything new because we like recyeling old furniture,” she explains.
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’ﬂ'htqnt i'mn'r $85 to $225 enr.h Paila Rubenstein
FOT16" "I:Itsknn' $34.99 ikea.com for stores '

arina Schott deseribes with awe her relatives in

Sweden who raise sheep and weave textiles in

complete self-sufficiency. Though she doesn't tend
her own flock, she does enjoy a bucolic setting, Schott, fashion
designer and owner of children's boutigue Nonchalant Mom,
and her husband, a figurative painter who works out of an
at-home studio, have set up a remarkably self-contained haven
for themselves and their children, Sander, 6, and Franny, 2.

The transplanted New Yorkers pointed their car to parts

unknown in the wale of 9/11, and ended up falling in love
with a tiny house in rural Matunuck, RI, a surfing town that

empties in winter. Part of a '50s mini-compound that also
included a guest cottage, a laundry shack and a neglected
pool, the main building had great bones and an appealing
connection to the outdoors, but required a ton of labor (back
then, it wasn't even habitable in cold weather). Fortunately,
Schott had developed a strong do-it-yourself ethos watching
her father put up a summer cabin in Minnesota, where she
grew up, Her husband, Hamid, who as a child divided his
time between Long Beach, CA, and Brighton, England, was
more of a city mouse, but found his inner handyman and
did many of the initial improvements himself.
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. Kid- tested iy
modrnlst approved

ES - Carina’ Sthutt and her husband, Karim Hamid, teok a chance

e 2 “when theyﬂdeparted NYC for greener pastures. A house purchase,

! . % twoDlY renovations, a second child and a career change :

be - later,the gamble paid., cﬁff Their Rhode Island dwelling is a

o modeL of sustainable, mtiqér—outdoor living with Scandinavian flair. *

4 . — 4 i ;;Jp:rtdgmphts‘by MELANIE. AEE\!EﬁﬂI odced by REBECCA OMWEG tert by ARIANA SPEYER g
a3 ! A | : .'1"

-

1 u:u'riu‘a.-ﬂhlﬁh'
7 .;talned ;Inﬂu"to’ﬂ[un
1 tlﬂﬂ#“ﬂ



http://www.dominomag.com/galleries/2008/06/carina_schott?slide=4

